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One never stands so tall as
when kneeling to help a child.

Fellow Active 20-30ians,
It has been one of the greatest privileges of my life to serve this
organization as National President for the last year. Coming out of a
time of inner turmoil and uncertainty, I followed the lead of my
predecessor in continuing to lay the foundation for years to come.
It’s not the sexiest of things but I think it has been a crucial step to
bring McDonald and Dale Fenton on board as our national office
provider and Executive Director, respectively. They have been
tremendous to work with. Additionally, we have undertaken and
hope to finalize compliant bylaws and an exciting public relations
project. Additionally, we have made real progress at the
international level to bring influence to the proceedings that are comparable to the
influence the size of the US provides. There are many other efforts large and small to be
discussed at convention in Virginia City, NV, but these are just a few.
However, all is not perfect. Next term, we will have no less than 8 fewer clubs as many
clubs have had to close due to lack of interest and leadership. While we are all aware that
we are an organization that helps children in need we cannot forget that we are a
leadership development organization as well. The most crucial aspect of that is recruiting
and cultivating the next generation of your clubs leaders. We are an organization that is
cannibalistic in nature. We take or most experienced and seasoned members then kick
them out to make way for the new blood. If our old guard doesn’t prepare them and move
out of their way, we stagnate our membership. I’ve seen this leadership at the national
level. I see it with events our clubs put on and I see it at hands on events. We are capable of
it, we just need to prioritize it. If you don’t focus on perpetuation, then your club will die
and we help fewer kids thereby harming the communities we live, work and raise families
in.
I know we are talented enough to grow membership and our footprint, we just need to be
determined to do so. As I said when I was installed, every single member should vow to
leave the club better than they found it. That could be a net gain in membership or a net
gain in fundraising. Even better it could be chartering a new club or engaging with alumni
in a more beneficial way. If the hundreds of us that receive this newsletter take that vow,
then we can be discussing the hundreds of clubs and thousands of members we have in just
3 or 4 short years.
In closing I want to thank my board, my club, the national office and the membership for
trusting me with steering this ship and supporting me. I also want to thank my wife for
being understanding of my many trips and occasionally letting me vent. With that I will
say thank you, I have been honored to lead this organization and I will see you for my finale
in Virginia City. If you can’t find me, check the member area of the Washoe Club.
Yours in service,
Jeff Okrepkie
National President 2018-2019
Santa Rosa #50

UPCOMING EVENTS:
July 14
Pancake Breakfast
Goldrush #1034
July 16
Installation
Greater Sacramento #1032
July 19
Installation
Petaluma #30
July 21
Seattle Mariners game
Seattle #215

August 10
Shopping Spree
Petaluma #30, Sebastopol #63 & North Bay #656
September 7
Barn Dance
Denver #390
September 14
Unicorn Dash 5k
Goldrush #1034
September 21
Spikes for Tykes
Greater Folsom #77
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